
 

 

  

The Twelfth Night of Christmas, 1602: 
John Manningham’s Diary 

 

 

 
London, British Library, MS Harley 5353, fol. 29v 

2 Februry 1601  

At our feast wee had a play called Mid Twelue night  
or what you will, much like the commedy of  
Errores, or Menechmi in Plautus, but most  
like and neere to that in Italian called Inganni.  
a good practise in it to make the Steward  
beleeve his lady widdowe was in love with him  
by counterfeyting a letter, as from his lady in  
generall termes, telling him what shee  
liked best in him, and prescribing his gesture  

 

in smiling, his apparaile, &c., and then  
when he came to practise making him beleeue  
they tooke him to be mad. 

 
13 March 1601 

Vpon a tyme when Burbidge played Rich. 3.  
there was a citizen greue soe farr in liking  

with him, that before shee went from the play  
shee appointed him to come that night vnto  

hir by the name of Ri: the 3. Shakespeare  
overhearing their conclusion went before, was  

intertained, and at his game ere Burbidge  
came. Then message being brought that Rich.  

the 3.d was at the dore, Shakespeare caused returne  
to be made that William the Conquerour  

was before Rich. the 3. Shakespeare's name William. London, British Library, MS Harley 5353, fol. 12v 
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A Contemporary Appraisal of Shakespeare: 
Meres’ Palladis tamia (1598) 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Francis Meres, Palladis tamia: Wits treasury being the second part of Wits common wealth 
(London: P. Short, for Cuthbert Burbie, 1598), 281v–282r. 

 


